A NOTE ON SPHAERIUM LENTICULA DUNKER 


by Gales KUIPERS 


Text figs. 1-3. 


Sphaerium lenticula Dunker (1862: 153) was described from specimens 
collected in lakes Rotoiti and Taupo, New Zealand. Because the description 
lacked accompanying figures, its identity has remained somewhat enigmatic. 
Owing to its small size, Hutton (1881, 1883) and Hedley and Suter (1892) 
regarded it as a distinct species of the genus Pisidium C. Pfeiffer. In 
my revision of the New Zealand sphaeriids (Kuiper, 1966: 152) I placed 
Sphaerium lenticula in the synonymy of Sphaerium (Sphaerinova) novae- 
zelandiae Deshayes, 1854, on the basis of Dunker’s diagnosis only. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. R. Kilias, Zoological Museum of the 
Humboldt University, Berlin, I have been able to study the type lot of 
Sphaerium lenticula from Lake Rotoiti, which is preserved in the Dunker 
Collection. It contains five specimens which indeed all proved to be 
inveniles of Sphaerium novaezelandiae. Their dimensions are as follows: 

1 L 3.9 mm H 3.5 mm D 2.0 mm (figs. 1, 2) 
25 3 : D 2.0 mm (fig. 3) 
3: L 3.7 mm H 3.3 mm D 1.9 mm 
4 D 1.9 mm 
D7 


I designate the largest specimen, (No. 1 above) as Lectotype. Its 
shell is rounded-oval, thin, translucent, fragile; the beaks are flattened, 
scarcely raised, slightly prosogyrous, median, smooth; the surface is 
glossy, faintly striate. The ligament is visible exteriorly. The hinge-plate is 
weak, the main laterals are long, and narrow. the cardinals short and 
straight: the distance between the cusps of the posterior laterals and 
the cardinals is twice that between the anterior laterals and the cardinals. 
Under high magnification (70 x) numerous pores are visible in the shell. 

Mr. H. Jungen, of the Zoological Museum of the University of 
Zúrich, kindly allowed me to examine 24 specimens preserved in the 
A. Mousson collection. Like the Berlin specimens they are labelled 
Sphaerium lenticula by Dunker and were also collected in Lake Rotoiti. 
They too are young Sphaerium novaezelandiae. The largest specimen in 
this series measures L 4.0 mm, H 3.6 mm, D 2.1 mm. 
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Figures 1-3. Sphaerium lenticula Dunker. Fig. 1. Lectotype, outside 
right valve. Fig. 2. Lectotype, profile view. Fig. 3. Innerside of 
one of the paralectotypes, left valve on top. Magnification x 16 approx. 
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